Norris lists edible oil topics

“Edible Oil: From Seed to Supermarket,” an AOCS short
course on processing and quality control of edible oils,
covering 11 major topics will be held May 4-7, 1983, at the
Americana Lake Geneva resort.

Former AOCS President Frank Norris, the short course
chairman, has selected the major subjects for the course.
The first session will include: handling, storage and solvent
extraction of oilseeds; refining and degumming of crude
oil; bleaching; hydrogenation and winterization; and by-
products. Second session subjects will be: lecithin, deodor-
ization and physical refining; shortenings; and margarines.
The third session will cover bulk oil handling and packaging.

Norris said the program is aimed at people new to the
fats and oils industries or those seeking a wider understand-
ing of how fats and oils become consumer products. Regis-
trants are expected to be personnel from fats and oils pro-
ducers, food processors, educational institutions, research
laboratories and others.

The edible oils short course will run concurrently with a
second short course at the resort on “Co-oxidation, Auto-
oxidation, Selenium, Anti-oxidation and Cancer,” which is
being organized by Dr. John Milner of the Department of
Food Science at the University of Illinois.

On Saturday, May 7, there will be tennis and golf
tournaments for short course registrants and any other
AOCS members who wish to participate. AOCS members
not participating in the short course will be offered the
opportunity to take a mini-vacation at the Americana resort
paying the low room rates to be offered to short course
registrants. This option will be available only if short course
registrants do not reserve all the rooms reserved for the
AOCS package.

Information about either or both short courses, the
sports tournaments, or the possible mini-vacation, may be
requested from the Meetings Coordinator, AOCS, 508 S.
Sixth St., Champaign, IL 61820, USA.
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Volunteer papers to be accepted

Persons wishing to volunteer papers for the World Confer-
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ence on Oleochemicals may do so, with those papers
accepted to be presented in poster sessions.

Conference planners, meeting during October in The
Hague, The Netherlands, decided that poster sessions would
provide the best forum for volunteered papers. Organizers
presently are completing selection of invited speakers to
announce the plenary program within a few months.

The conference is being held Sept. 18-23, 1983, in the
Convention Center in Montreux, Switzerland. The purpose
is to provide a thorough international review of the latest
technical, marketing and economic factors for the oleo-
chemicals industry. The plenary program will include
discussions on marketing and economics, fatty acid produc-
tion, fatty acid derivatives, raw materials, energy conserva-
tion, environmental considerations, fatty alcohols, nitrogen
derivatives, oleochemicals applications, analytical tech-
niques, and new developments in oleochemical chemistry.
Two discussion sessions will be held during afternoons, at
which time registrants may question plenary speakers. The
poster sessions will be scheduled at tmes that do not
conflict with plenary or discussion sessions.

Persons who wish to present a volunteer poster session
paper should mail a 100- to 300-word abstract to Dr.
William E, Link, Chairman, World Conference on Oleo-
chemicals, American Oil Chemists’ Society, 508 S. Sixth
St.,, Champaign, IL 61820, USA. Persons submitting
abstracts will be notified sometime after May 1983 if their
papers have been accepted. Funds will not be available to
pay any expenses or registration fees of persons presenting
volunteer papers. The conference planning committee will
meet in May 1983 to complete arrangements for the
conference.

During the meeting in The Hague, Link announced that
E. Munnig-Schmidt of Akzo Chemie will be conference vice
chairman. Munnig-Schmidt is general manager for Armoud
Hess Products of Akzo Chemie B.V. in Amersfoot, The
Netherlands.

Oleochemicals, while lacking an identity recognized by
the general public, are essential to the production of a wide
range of consumer goods. The best known products to
consumers are probably the pharmaceutical, cosmetic, and
personal-care products that use glycerine, emulsifiers and
other ingredients produced from oleochemicals. Surface-
coating resins, lubricants and metal-working fluids are
processed with oleochemicals. The paper industry uses
large quantities for paper coatings as well as to remove
ink from paper that is being recycled. Processing of metal
ores, and of some metals at foundries, depends on oleo-
chemicals. The textile and leather industries are major
users.

The conference program, as listed above, thus will cover
the industry from raw materials, to production of oleo-
chemicals, to the use of those oleochemicals in industry. It
may be the first major international scientific meeting on



the topic of oleochemicals. With the world economy in a
slump, the conference comes at a time when chemical firms
are looking for ways to economize in raw materials and
processing costs, while seeking to improve marketing
results. Registrants are expected to represent the full range
of the oleochemical industry, from producers to users.

An accompanying exposition will give registrants the
opportunity to examine the latest offerings of firms provid-

ing equipment and services to the oleochemicals industry.
The exposition, plenary sessions, poster sessions and discus-
sion session will be held in the Convention Center in
Montreux. Firms interested in participating in the exposi-
tion should contact J. Patrick Graham, AQCS director of
advertising, at AOCS, 508 S. Sixth St., Champaign, IL
61820, USA.
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World

Conference
Attracts

1,000

A pproximately 1,000
persons from 61

nations participated in the
World Conference on Oilseed
and Edible Oil Processing held
during early October in the
Congress Centre in The
Hague. There were more than
700 technical registrants, more
than 100 spouses’ program
registrants, and approximately
140 exhibitors’ representatives
at the meeting.

His Royal Highness Prince
Bernhard of The Netherlands
officially opened the conference
with pertinent comments on the
program content, including the
importance of energy conserva-
tion in nations such as The
Netherlands. General Chairman
Frank White drew applause from
Dutch-speaking attendees with a
brief comment in Dutch thank-
ing The Netherlands for its

hospitality at past AOCS world
conferences.

An initial reading of regis-
trants’ evaluation questionnaires
showed the vast majority were
pleased with what they heard
and with the opportunity to
meet colleagues from around the
world. Some registrants said they
would have liked more informa-
tion on oil processing and less on
extraction; a few asked for more
information on extraction.

After the opening ceremonies,
the technical topic for the first
day was oilseed processing. The
most dramatic moment came
when a hexane safety demonstra-
tion went awry and speaker
C. Louis Kingsbaker suddenly
found his suit jacket sleeve afire.
Program Chairman Norm Witte
quickly snuffed the flames with
his own jacket, then Kingsbaker
completed his talk. Kingsbaker
later was treated for minor
bums on the back of his hand.

The second day’s program cov-
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ered oil processing, from degum-
ming, dewaxing and refining,
through finished product formu-
lation. The third day’s program
was on quality factors in inter-
national trade and on economic
use of byproducts. The fourth
= day’s program covered unique
) characteristics of individual oils.
} The final day’s program con-

b sidered energy conservation,
automation, and the long-term
outlook for the oils and fats
industries.

Each afternoon, there were
discussion sessions at which
plenary speakers were available
to answer registrants’ questions.
Attendance varied from a few
dozen to several hundred,
depending on topics and interest.
Friday’s final discussion session
on the industry’s long-term direc-
tions had more than 100 people
participating when it concluded
sometime after 5 p.m.
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orodu as Sox Besides the invited speakers
i G : and discussion sessions, there
~ Speed i were more than a dozen volun-
teered papers. Topics ranged
from improving production of
ricebran oil to use of enzymes
in oilseed processing.

Plenary papers, discussion group
summaries, and summaries of
volunteered papers will be pub-
lished as the conference proceed-
ingsin the February issue of the
Joumal of the American Oil
Chemists’ Society. All tech-
nical registrants will be mailed a
copy upon publication. Addi-
tional copies will be available for

@ tecator purchase from the American Qil

Chemists’ Society.

Please call or write fo
~ product details.

P.O. Box 405 .
Herndon, VA 22070 The proceedings, however, cover
(703) 435-3300 only the formal program. For

many registrants, the best part of
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such meetings is the chance to
converse informally with col-
leagues. In the exhibition area,
persons with problems in virtu-
ally any phase of oilseed or
edible oil processing could visit
with technical representatives to
learn what options are available
to solve those problems. Infor-
mal discussion between regis-
trants was evident throughout
each day as the Congress Centre’s
cafe and bar area remained
crowded.

Conference organizers provided
four scheduled social events

to encourage informal communi-
cation. The first was Sunday
afternoon in the exhibit area to
make sure that registrants had a
chance to see what information
was available. The second was on
Monday evening at Knight’s Hall,
a historic building in the midst of
The Hague’s governmental center.
The third was a Wednesday
afternoon boat tour of Rotter-
dam harbor, largest and busiest
port in Europe, where vast
quantities of oilseeds and oilseed
products are handled each year.
The fourth was an optional
Tropical Dutch Evening in
nearby Leiden. In addition, sev-
eral private firms arranged recep-
tions on Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings.

Spouses’ program registrants had
a chance to see much of the
host city and environs while
technical program registrants
were listening to plenary presen-
tations. On Monday, the spouses
had a bus tour of The Hague. On
Tuesday, it was a bus tour in the
rain of sites outside The Hague,
The spouses joined in the Rotter-
dam harbor boat tour.
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Short Take No. 1

Eleanor Zehnder, wife of
Chemetron’s Cal Zehnder,
wore a cast on her right wrist
throughout the conference. She
stumbled on a cobblestone
walkway in The Hague before
the conference began, then
collected autographs on her cast
for a unique personal souvenir of
the meeting.

Meetings

Short Take No. 2

eneral Chairman Frank

White’s comments in
Dutch during opening ceremonies
required trans-Atlantic coopera-
tion to achieve. Several weeks
before the meeting, White asked
Local General Chairman Kees
Meershoek to translate his
remarks into Dutch, then to read
them onto a tape recording.
White then devised his own
phonetic spelling to guide his
pronunciation.
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Short Take No. 3

hen registrants arrived

for the conference, they
received a portfolio full of
programs, papers, registration lists
and other materials. That stuffing
is usually done by conference

staff members, in this case from
AOCS and the Dutch host

group, VERNOF. VERNOF’s
Kees Meershoek even enlisted
family help with daughters
Monique, Caroline and son Rob
stuffing on Friday and Saturday.
Dutch children learn the value of
a guilder early however — they
were paid for their time.

Meetings

Short Take No. 4

The simultaneous arrival of
800 participants at the
Thursday Tropical Dutch
Evening temporarily over-
whelmed the food serving tables,
but within 30 minutes there were
virtually no lines at most serving
booths. Besides the food tables,
— featuring fish, cheeses, sausages
and fowl — registrants were able
to see a wooden shoemaker (who
would carve your name into any
shoes you bought), cheesemaker,
street calliope, or a strolling
magician.

'BRINGS FILTRATION SCIENCE
_INTO 'I'H COMPUTER AGE

For the first time filtration has been
fully computerized and successfully
operated for years with standard
microprocessor technology.

Covers all steps including:

» PRE-COAT A TOTALLY
» FILTRATION ENCLOSED
» BRUSH-CLEANING SYSTEM.
»* SLUDGE-DISCHARGE

WITH NO MANUAL LABOR!

RESULT: IDREX “VFBD” minimizes
labor costs, re-processing and shut-
down time for increasing profits in a
clean and safe environment.

——— Brush-cleaned filter leaves
maintained completely clean =

IDREX inc.

in a totally enclosed system, F1 01 3 L:n:l?re?hts 32;3
ranktort, lllinois s
permitting a completely 815/469-3000 or 312/242-3442 »

. computerized operation.

U.S. & Foreign Patents issued and pending Specialists in Solids-Liquid Separation Technology
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